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Preparing Your Files

We have put together a list of file preparation tips that must be followed to guarantee that your plates will output properly 
and without delay each and every time.  Files that do not meet our file preparation specifications will not be accepted, so 
please see below and contact us with any questions you may have, we are here to help.

We DO NOT accept:
•	JPG’s 
•	RGB files
•	Reversed files. All files need to be right-reading (files should be submitted exactly as they are expected to look 
	 when printed)
•	.EPS, .AI, .INDD, .TIFF (Please follow the directions below on how to convert your file into a Print-ready, 
	 color-separated PDF)

We Accept:
•	Print-ready, color-separated PDF files with outlined fonts and embedded images. These simple to prepare files leave no 	
	 surprises and guarantee that your plate will look exactly like the file you submit to us. **

**By converting your file into a print-ready, color-separated PDF you will be able to get a preview of your printing plates 
because each page in your color separated PDF represents one printing plate for output. You will be able to view your own 
color separations and ensure all colors are separating as intended, make last minute corrections, and delete unwanted pages/
plates, all before you have even turned over artwork. This important step will save you time and money. You will want to 
proof each color/page carefully before sending, as these files show exactly how your artwork will be translated into film and 
ultimately, your plates.

To set up your files as a Print -ready, color-separated PDF:

Our film format is set up at 13.18 width. The length of film can be as long as needed.
Please set up your document (Illustrator or InDesign) size at 13.18 width. Your margins need to be .5 top and bottom 
and .25 side margins. (Your artwork must fit within these margins).
•	place all files in an Illustrator or InDesign document.
•	make sure that all colors in document are PMS or SPOT colors.
• all crops and anything you want to show up on all plates must be assigned the Registration black shown in the swatch palette.
•	Go to File > Print, please follow the settings below
•	Your printer should be set to PostScript File
•	Your PPD should be set to Adobe PDF
•	Your paper size should be set to Custom. This will automatically change to your current document size.
•	Make sure the scale is set at 100%
•	Color should be set to Separations (“host-based” if using Illustrator)



•	printer: Postscript File : PPD: AdobePDF  

•	color: Separations  (“host-based” if using Illustrator)
   

•	Save this file in a folder on your desktop named “Distiller.” 
This will NOT be the file you submit (there is one more step).
•	Now open the “.ps” file with Acrobat Distiller. This will convert your file into a PDF.
•	Open your PDF file (in Acrobat) to check if your file has separated correctly.
-You’re done!

With your PDF, We Also Need:

•	A standard color composite PDF at full scale 100%.  An actual print out of this file will be used and compared with the 
film that is output for one final step in the proofing system before outputting your plates.
•	A cutting diagram if you are requesting steel backed plates and want them cut apart

•	paper size: Custom : Scale: 100%

IncorrectCorrect

no RGB Files
this is not set at 100% of a color

CMYK Files
C,M,Y or K is at 100%

PMS(or spot color) is at 100%

Photoshop Bitmap file settings

The following are screen shots are from InDesign CS3.  Other programs or versions may vary.



Additional things to keep in mind for your files:

•	All Photoshop line art should be bitmap at 100% BLACK (100% BLACK = 0% Cyan; 0% Magenta; 0% Yellow; 
	 100% Black)
•	Ensure all colors are spot colors, not CMYK or RGB. 
•	The resolution of your original bitmap files should be at least 600 dpi

File sizing specifications:

All files need to be set up at a maximum of 13.18 inch width. Length can be unlimited. 

If you are ganging your files for output (recommended) please follow these guidelines:
•	For steel backed plates please allow .5 inch around the edge of each plate/artwork for cutting purposes (see example). 	
	 There must be at least 1” between each plate/artwork).
•	For film backed plates please allow .25 inch around the edge of each plate/artwork (see example). 
	 There must be at least .5” between each plate/artwork).

Line screen:

•	We output all files at 150 LPI.  If you want a different LPI that you are used to, 
	 please specify and we will output your files accordingly.
•	Grayscale or halftone images and artwork with screens will yield a visible dot pattern with a rasterized edge.

Type Point and Stroke Thickness

Please follow this chart for the different types of plate material. We cannot be responsible for something not plating if 
anything is smaller /thinner than the specifications below.
•	94/95 – lines at least 0.2 points and .003” thick
•	145/152 - lines at least 0.35 points and .007” thick

Crop Marks:

If you want to include crop marks on your plates you must create them in your design program. If the crop marks do not 
appear on your PDF then they will not appear on your plates.

Plate Cutting:

A special cutter is need to cut all steel backed plates therefore, we will cut all steel backed plates before shipping to ensure a 
perfect plate. Please send us a cutting diagram so we cut them correctly. 

We will not cut film backed plates because it’s easy and you can do this with an Xacto knife, razor blade or scissors on your 
own.

If there are any problems with the files, this will delay the turnaround time of your order. Please keep this in mind when 
submitting your files.


